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SHARING THE GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 
 
 

“Shut-in, but not Shut-out!”     
     

     It’s my hope that by the time you receive this December issue of “Grace News” you will already be caught 
up in the Christmas spirit. By now most of us have already made plans to be with friends, family and loved 
ones. But there’s a growing contingent here at GCC where some of our beloved members and friends will be 
spending Christmas alone this year. And this pastoral letter is directed especially towards you!  
     There are those among us who are especially in need of prayer during this Holiday season. They’re unable to 
see the sanctuary adorned with garlands, Christmas ornaments, the Chrismon trees and ornamental wreaths. 
Some are recuperating from surgery, others have recently lost loved ones, and some are simply immobilized. 
They might feel lost, alone and forgotten.  
     If you are one of those unfortunate ones, let me assure you…you are NOT alone! And you have NOT been 
forgotten! Pastor Williams and I would consider it our privilege to stop by and spend time with you. So please 
let us know how best we can pray with you. But most importantly of all, there is someone very special who 
already knows of your needs and concerns. He is the Good Shepherd and He knows you by name. Not only is 
He sympathetic, He is compassionate and longs to hear from you. Give Him a call. His Name is known 
throughout the world. And He promises never to leave you, nor will He forsake you. His Name is Jesus.  
     He knows you intimately. In fact, He came to earth for your sake. It’s as if you were the only one for Him to 
love! Yes, Jesus would still have come to earth if you were the only one who needed Him! I suspect that His 
strong arms could warm the coldest of hearts. His piercing eyes could see through the deepest, darkest recesses 
of your soul. This Man, this God-Man, captivated thousands with His message of peace and hope. Just as I am 
sure He could adorn you with His love and soothing comfort.  
     But there’s one fascinating aspect to this Man that I still find remarkable. He came to us as one of us. He was 
born in the usual way, but by a miraculous means. At this moment in time you might see yourself as vulnerable 
and utterly defenseless. He, too, knows what that’s like.  For who among us is more fragile than a newborn 
baby?  
     In spite of what you may be going through, no one is ever really alone. For if ever there was a lonely person, 
it was Jesus. The prophet Isaiah spoke of Him this way: “He was despised and forsaken of men, a man of 
sorrows and acquainted with grief; and like one from whom men hide their face, He was despised, and we 
esteemed Him not” (Isaiah 53:3). 
     So, dear one, wherever you are right now, at least for just a while this Christmas, start humming the words to 
this lovely hymn, “Sing We Now of Christmas”. Try to sing a few bars: “Sing we now of Christ – mas, no – el 
sing we here! Listen to our prais – es to the Babe so dear. Sing we No – el, the King is born, no – el! Sing we 
now of Christ – mas, sing we all no – el!” Merry Christmas to each of you and to those whom you love! 
 
Have a care,  
 
Pastor Cooper  
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Finance Committee Report 

 
     For the month of October our unrestricted 
contributions were $22,021.00 and our expenses 
were $25,420.09. Contributions for the first three 
Sundays in November were $20,901.00 
 

Facilities Maintenance Fund 
     Contributions to the Facilities Maintenance Fund 
totaled $285.00 for the month of October. This fund 
is used for building and maintenance expenses and 
to cover emergency costs that may arise.                  

     Your Finance Committee 
 

“Jesus Station” 
 
     Beginning November 29th, anyone who wishes 
to give a Christmas card to a fellow member(s) of 
Grace Community Church may deposit the card(s) 
with the receiver name(s) written on the envelope at 
the “Jesus Station” in the Narthex. The cards will be 
sorted alphabetically, by the Station Angels.  You 
can check each Sunday, 12/6, 12/13 and 12/20 to 
see if there is a card(s) for you. 
     This is a delightful mission and totally voluntary.  
The Deacons will distribute cards to those not able 
to pick them up at church. It is also an opportunity 
to make a donation to our Missionaries. There will 
be a basket for this purpose. This is a triple delight. 
1) We celebrate Jesus’ Birthday, God’s gift to us. 2) 
We share fellowship within our church family. 3) 
We support our Missionaries.   
     Days to drop off cards are: Sundays, November 
29th, December 6th, and December 13th.   
     Days to pick-up your card(s) are Sundays, 
December 6th, December 13th and December 20th. 
     May this sharing of Love, Celebration and 
gifting be blessed! 
 

Deacon Linda Schooley 
 

End of the year Information 
 

     As December is upon us please turn in any 
receipts that you may have for any purchases you 
have made so we can get them in the 2015 
expenses. Once January starts we will be into next 
year’s budget items and we would like to keep them 
separate. Thank you.                               Tim Evans 
 
 

December Birthdays 
12/06  Carol Cornwell 
12/07  Dick Sleeman 
12/09  Jo Ann Smith 
12/10  Marilyn Scott 
12/10  Barbara Wilson 
12/11  Howard Kast 
12/13  Nelsine Ellsworth 
12/16  Dick Rogeness 

12/19  Bob Thompson 
12/20  Katharine Dementis 
12/21  Linda Schooley 
12/22   Doris Davis 
12/27  Andy Kavanas 
12/27  Audrey Robinson 
12/31  Nancy Gossard 
Happy Birthday! 
 
December Anniversaries 
12/18  Ken & Lori Fawcett 
12/24  Smokey & Patti French 
12/24  Ed & Shirley Knox 
12/25  Lewis & Carol Cornwell 
12/27  Harvey & Vicki Johnson 
12/28  Bill & Kathy Walker 
12/29  Don & Elaine McIlheron 
Happy Anniversary! 
 
New Ukulele Group – Do you have a Ukulele 
packed away in a closet or garage that you used to 
play? Do you want to learn or remember how to 
play the ukulele? Join me to play the ukulele and 
prepare songs for self-enjoyment and periodic 
congregation/community sing-a-longs. Participants 
will be able to learn basic fingerings and strumming 
techniques to gradually increase their skills and 
knowledge base. All levels of ability from beginner 
to advanced are welcome. Song selections will 
include folk and patriotic songs, with a heavy 
emphasis on Christian gospel and praise. We will 
even learn some Christmas songs. Play another 
instrument? It’s okay for you to come too. Having a 
bass player, guitarist, or a pianist will really add to 
the atmosphere of the weekly gatherings. Even if 
you just want to sing along, you are welcome. Meet 
me in the Choir Room every Tuesday at 10:00 am 
beginning December 8th.  Michele Southerland  
                623-584-9172   rngnsng@gmail.com  

mailto:rngnsng@gmail.com
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     Ladies, we are continuing our “Getting to Know 
You Series” with ladies of Grace sharing 
information about themselves. Too often we are not 
aware of the extremely interesting lives and careers 
of our own members.   
     So, Ladies, please mark your calendars for our 
Luncheon/Program Thursday, January 14, 2016 at 
11:30. We are so very pleased to have our own 
Barbara Penhallow (also known as Miss Sunshine) 
as our featured guest speaker. Also, Ladies, yes our 
lunch will be catered by Chef Peter of the Links 
Restaurant.   
     Watch for the sign-up sheet in the Resource 
Room and please feel free to invite your friends to 
join us. We are anxiously looking forward to 
hearing from our very own Grace Family members.  

 
Have you felt the joy of the shepherds, 

Who were first to behold the sight 
Of that holy child of Mary 

On that wonderful Christmas night? 
Brill 

 
 

A wonder filled life is yours when you know 
the Christ of Christmas 

 

Taken from our Daily Bread 
 
 

If you look for Me at Christmas  
 

You won’t need a special star – 
I’m no longer there in Bethlehem, 

I’m right there where you are. 
You may not be aware of Me 

amid the celebrations – 
You’ll have to look beyond the stores 

and all the decorations. 
But if you take a moment 

from your list of things to do 
And listen to your heart, you’ll find 

I’m waiting there for you. 
You’re the one I want to be with, 
You’re the reason that I came, 

And you’ll find Me in the stillness 
As I’m whispering your name. 

 

Love, Jesus 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
 
12/13/15 (Sunday) Annual Congregational Meeting 
following our worship service 
 
12/24/15 (Thursday) Traditional Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service – time 5:00 PM 
 
01/30/15 (Saturday) Annual Dryheat Concert open 
to the public – time 7 PM 
 
04/09/15 (Saturday) Annual Women’s Tea 
1:00 PM 
 
            

              
 
Wishing all of you a Blessed, Merry Christmas! 
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